
MUSIC 6/7/8  
** Course offerings are subject to change   

INTERMEDIATE BAND  

Grade 6—yearlong  

  

This course is for students who have begun to learn the basic music skills and concepts or are beginners and wish to 
develop or continue to develop greater musical understanding and mastery of their instrument. Music of increasing 
difficulty will be presented with instruction designed to increase the range, flexibility, endurance, tone quality and 
artistic interpretation of the student. The Intermediate Band will perform concerts throughout the year and attendance 
is required. They will also go on a few field trips during the year.  This band course includes instruments from the 
woodwinds, brass, and percussion sections  

  

INTERMEDIATE ORCHESTRA Grade 

6—yearlong  

  

String students who exhibit basic instrument skills or are beginners on the violin, viola, cello and string bass will form 
this class. Students will gain an increasing knowledge of music notation and symbols, an increasing ability in aural 
discrimination, an expanded awareness and understanding of music from a variety of stylistic periods, and an improved 
proficiency and technique on their instruments. The orchestra will have concert performances throughout the school 
year. Attendance at all performances is required.  
  

INTERMEDIATE BAND  

Grades 7 and 8—yearlong  

  

This course is designed for students who have mastered the music skills and concepts presented in the Intermediate 
Band and wish to develop advanced musical understanding and mastery of their instrument. Students will be challenged 
by the performance of advanced middle school music requiring more sophisticated understanding of rhythms, key 
signatures and musical terminology while becoming stronger musicians on their own instrument. The Advanced Band 
and Wind Ensemble will perform concerts throughout the year and attendance is required. These groups will also go 
on a few field trips during the year, including a probable performance at Disney.  These band courses include 
instruments from the woodwinds, brass and percussion sections.  
  

ADVANCED ORCHESTRA/STRING ENSEMBLE Grades 

7 and 8—yearlong  

  

This course is designed for students who have mastered the musical skills and concepts presented in the Intermediate 

Orchestra on the violin, viola, cello and string bass. Students will gain a larger knowledge of music notation and symbols, 

a growing ability in aural discrimination, an expanded awareness and understanding of music from a variety of stylistic 

periods, and an advanced and increased proficiency and technique on their instruments. These orchestras will perform 

at concerts, festivals and a probable performance at Disney throughout the school year. Attendance at all performances 

is required.  

  

  

  

  

  



  

CONCERT CHOIR  

Grades 6,7 & 8 – yearlong  

  

This class is designed for students both new to choir and those with prior singing experience who enjoy and want to 

strengthen their skills through the art of singing. Students will receive instruction in proper vocal production. Much 

emphasis will be focused learning and interpreting music notation and rhythms, as well as basic music terminology. 

All styles of music will be studied through musical works which include unison, 2-part and 3-part repertoire. Students 

will have the opportunity to attend a festival as well as perform for the school and surrounding community with the 

possibility to perform at Disney. The choir is a performing group and attendance at scheduled events is required. 

Choir students may also perform at solo concerts and audition for other district and area performances.  

  

6th Grade Wheel Electives   
(New elective each quarter)  

** Course offerings are subject to change  

  

TECHNOLOGY PROCESS INTRODUCTION  
This nine-week technology segment of the yearlong Fine and Practical Arts Program is an introduction to many 

common technologies used in today's workplace. Students will be exposed to such fields as Aerodynamics, Robotics 

programming, laser measurement and bridge engineering among others. Students will be involved with geodesic 

domes and animation projects. Projects include:  Event Flyers, Spreadsheets and graphs, PowerPoint/Google Slides 

presentations, Computer Programming, Animation, Designing cards, Photoshop, and 3D projects. 

  

INTRO TO ART  
Students will learn the basics of drawing, painting, and ceramics. Visual perception, creative expression, and time 
management skills will be enhanced with a variety of projects and materials. Students will learn and apply the 
vocabulary of art and relate to relevant Art History in Power Points, written Art Criticism, and class discussions.  
  

INTRO TO SPANISH  
In this nine-week elective course, students will learn Spanish pronunciation. This course will offer basic vocabulary: the 
alphabet, greetings, nouns, and numbers. It is a great way to begin the exploration of the Spanish language.  

ROCKETRY  

In this nine-week Rocket Design class, students will be designing and constructing a variety of rockets. They will learn 
about Newton's laws of motion by using solid rocket propellants to launch their rockets into the sky. During the class, 
they will test a range of different fin designs to determine which provides the safest landing. As a final project, the 
students will have the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge by competing in one of three categories: l) 
Maximum altitude reached by a rocket   
2) Greatest time in the air  

3) Best style  

WOODSHOP  

Also known as Industrial Arts, this nine-week segment involves the application of basic drafting skills, shop safety, use 

of hand tools and power machines. Projects: Sanding Block, Oven Rack (Push/Pull) and Cutting Board.  



https://newhart.schoolloop.com/6thGradeQuarter  

  

7th Grade Wheel Electives  
(Semester long elective ½ year)  

** Course offerings are subject to change   

ART 7  

This semester-long class is designed to help students refine their technical skills in a variety of projects.  Students will 

study the Elements of Art and Principles of Design with the goal of creating more visually complex and balanced works 

of art.  

Students will build upon their skills with the following lessons:  

1. Observational drawing from reference images.     

2. Accurate shading using a variety of techniques  

3. Color schemes and painting/coloring techniques.   

4. Generating original project concepts  

  

ART MEDIA  

Designed to introduce students to the possibilities of digital art, with emphasis on graphic design and photo 

manipulation.  Primarily use Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator, and all assignments are to be uploaded into the 

Canvas.  The focus is on generating original content and technical skills with computer systems.    

  

CAREER TECHNOLOGY INVESTIGATION 

This course allows students to investigate careers and innovative technology used in high-demand employment 

sectors. Students will spend time utilizing these exciting modules to complete project and work-based learning 

activities that incorporate STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts Math) concepts. Each module includes the 

use of equipment such as 3D Printers, Flight Simulator, CNC machinery, etc. Students will also learn related software 

such as Photoshop, CorelDraw, CAD (Computer Aided Drafting) CAM (Computer Aided Machining) and Solid Works, to 

name a few. This course will assist students in planning for college and career pathways throughout high school and 

college. Projects include:  Computer Programming, T-shirt design, Videos, Photoshop designs, Computer Animations, 

3D Design, Audio commercials, Flight Simulator, stickers, signs and cards made on a Cricut, Website Design, Solidwork 

3D projects, Biotech experiments, Designing and building a bridge, CNC Mill designs, and CNC Lathe designs. 

WOOD SHOP  

Students will learn some advanced drafting skills as well as how to use hand tools and power machines to create 4 

projects.      https://newhart.schoolloop.com/7thGradeSemester  

1. Memo holder with the use of hand saw, back saw, coping saw, file, hand drill and hammer.  

2. Nut Cracker with the use of a band saw, drill press and a tap and die.   

3. Wood bank with the use of a jigsaw, band saw and drill press.  

4. Casserole holder with the use of the drill press, jigsaw and table saw.   

  

  

https://newhart.schoolloop.com/6thGradeQuarter
https://newhart.schoolloop.com/6thGradeQuarter
https://newhart.schoolloop.com/7thGradeSemester
https://newhart.schoolloop.com/7thGradeSemester
https://newhart.schoolloop.com/7thGradeSemester


  

8th Grade Yearlong Electives   
** Course offerings are subject to change  

ADVANCED CAREER TECHNOLOGY  

This course allows students to further investigate careers and innovative technology used in high-demand 

employment sectors. Students will spend time exploring more in-depth modules to complete projects and work based 

learning activities that incorporate STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) concepts. Each module 

includes more extensive projects building upon knowledge learned in the 7th grade Career Tech class including the use 

of equipment such as 3D Printers, Flight Simulator, CNC machinery, etc. Students will also learn related software such 

as Photoshop, CorelDraw, CAD (Computer Aided Drafting) CAM (Computer Aided Machining) and Solid Works, to 

name a few. This course will assist students in planning for college and career pathways throughout high school and 

college. Projects in this class include: Flight simulation, coding flight patterns and flying drones; computer 

programming using Java Script or Python; designing t-shirts, cards, flyers, signs & stickers using a Cricut; producing 

videos; creating computer animations on Adobe Animate; designing 3D projects on Tinkercad and Solidworks;  

creating designs on the CNC Mill and CNC Lathe; taking photos and editing them on Photoshop; and designing video 

games. 

ADVANCED ART  

This year-long class is designed to immerse students in the world of visual arts.  We cover a wide variety of 

techniques, from drawing and painting to ceramics and fibers.  We typically complete two major projects per quarter, 

with related planning and critique activities.  Students will also have two major projects that they will be expected to 

complete over the course of the year.    

SPANISH I  

This course provides students with communicative experiences in the target language necessary to gain and give 

information necessary for personal and social purposes in various contextual settings.  The course offers students 

without any previous formal Spanish experience the opportunity to study the basic principles for learning to speak, 

read, and write the Spanish language. Spanish 1 is an advanced academic course with daily responsibilities.  (HS level 

course).  

VIDEO PRODUCTION  

Students will learn the basic skills of the video camera and video editing software while applying the fundamentals of 

design, composition and thematic organization. Students will learn the specialized vocabulary of the film and 

television industry and use it to express themselves clearly and concisely in their critiques of each other’s work, 

television and film. Students will develop ideas individually and within a group.   

  

WOOD SHOP  

  

Drafting Unit:  Learn Advanced Drafting Skills:  This unit consists of drawing basic one view drawings, 3-view 

drawings, Isometric Drawings (three dimensional) and designing a house and a castle. You will use a drafting board, a 

30-60 Triangle, T-Square and a ruler. The drafting units are the first 10 to 15 days at the start of each quarter. To view 

those drawings you can click on the following link:  http://cankuhnster.com/8thgradewoodshop/drafting.html   

http://cankuhnster.com/8thgradewoodshop/drafting.html
http://cankuhnster.com/8thgradewoodshop/drafting.html


Wood Shop Unit:  Construct Wood projects:  First quarter you will construct a Checker Board. Second quarter you will 

construct a Wood Box and Wood Puzzle with box. Third quarter you will construct a Small Shelf/Drawer project. 

Fourth quarter you will construct a CD Holder and Picture Frame. You also have the option to construct a Skateboard 

or a Router Sign at the end of 4th quarter.  You are taught the correct and safe way to use all of the power machines in 

the Woodshop. The power machines you will use are a Table Saw, Surface Planer, Disc and Belt Sander, Jig Saw, Band 

Saw, Router Tables, and Drill Press. To view those projects in more detail click on the following link:   

http://cankuhnster.com/8thgradewoodshop/projects.html  

  

   
** Course offerings are subject to change  

 

ADVANCED DRAMA (7th & 8th Grade)  

Students will be working on speaking and performance skills. Our classroom is a positive environment where 

creativity, collaboration, and hard work are celebrated. Drama students practice character analysis and learn how to 

create characters for the stage. All students have the opportunity to perform on stage in classroom skits, scenes, 

improv games, and show auditions. Drama students will also perform for an audience in a scripted fall show, winter 

Improvisational Night, and a spring musical. This class will also explore technical theatre with the creation of sets, 

costumes, lighting, and sound effects.  Drama requires some after school commitment. Students will attend dress 

rehearsals and shows after school. This usually consists of about eight days a year and all dates will be shared at Back 

to School Night.   

ROBOTICS  

Robotics is a highly rigorous design and engineering course created for 8th grade as well as some of our 7th grade 

students that have an interest in engineering or other related fields.   A high level of achievement in both math and 

science, and the ability to work independently while in a team is essential towards success in the course.   This course 

promotes problem solving and innovation within a classroom setting.   The main objective of this class is to have 

students design and construct a working underwater rover (ROV) using skills and information they have learned 

including a basic understanding of how mechanical, electrical, and computer systems work together to complete a 

task or to solve a problem.   Many of the learning goals incorporate disciplines from both the Next Generation Science 

Standards as well as high school level physics.    

YEARBOOK (7th & 8th Grade)  

Students enrolled in this course will have the opportunity to create and publish the school yearbook. Activities include 

establishment of theme, creating and conducting student surveys, taking photographs, understanding elements of 

effective layout and design, sales of the yearbook and eighth grade dedication ads, and publicity. Students will use an 

online yearbook program and will be asked to meet strict deadlines. Yearbook students are expected to maintain 

satisfactory academic and citizenship grades in all classes.  

Be part of creating an incredible Newhart Middle School keepsake! 

  

ADDITIO NAL 7 
th

 
  & 8 

th
 
  GRADE ELECTIVES 

  

http://cankuhnster.com/8thgradewoodshop/projects.html
http://cankuhnster.com/8thgradewoodshop/projects.html


 
** Course offerings are subject to change   

ASB (7th & 8th Grade)  

ASB is the Associated Student Body of Newhart.  It is an elective that is application based and open to 7th and 8th 

grade students.  ASB keeps the FUN at Newhart.  We plan dances, dress-up days, lunch time activities, whole school 

recognition, Fun Fridays, and we even get to help in the STEPS classes.  We also focus on leadership and working 

together to successfully plan events and make sure Newhart stays amazing.  You must have good grades and good 

attendance to apply.    

AVID Excel 1 (6th Grade)  

AVID Excel 1 is a college and career readiness class specifically designed for middle school students who are English 
learners. The focus is on providing students with the skills that will accelerate language skills, develop academic 
literacy and place students on a path to be successful in high school through college preparatory coursework. The 
course has six learning strands that focus on reading, writing, oral language, academic vocabulary, study skills and 
leadership/self-determination. 

AVID Excel 2 (7th Grade) 

Each AVID Excel class builds upon the previous courses,introducing new skills in each of the six learning strands: 
reading, writing, oral language, academic vocabulary, study skills and leadership/self-determination. Students from 
the AVID Excel 1 class remain as a cohort in the AVID Excel 2 class and the focus of college and career readiness is 
enhanced. 

AVID (8TH Grade)  

Advancement Via Individual Determination:  This year-long course will provide the AVID student with AVID trained 

tutors, teachers, and AVID team members, who will help the AVID student focus on college preparation: organization, 

writing, inquiry, collaboration and reading skills. The mission of AVID is to close the achievement gap by preparing all 

students for college readiness and success in a global society.  

OFFICE AIDE (8TH Grade)  

This program offers practical experience in school office clerical duties.  Office aides will assist the office in a variety of 

duties:  notifying students who are summoned to the office, introducing new students to the campus, maintaining 

communication between the office and classroom teachers, operating some of the office equipment, sorting and 

delivering mail and helping the office staff as needed.  Office aides are expected to maintain satisfactory academic 

and citizenship grades in all classes.  

PAL (7th & 8th Grade)  

The PAL program is a school-based, peer-to-peer youth development program built upon a philosophy of students 

helping students. Students will be preparing for success in college & careers by building 21st century skills in: 

Communication by welcoming and reaching out to other students; Collaboration by working together toward a 

common goal, partnering with other campus and community groups, interacting with diverse groups of peers; 

Character by advocating for a healthy and drug-free lifestyle, implementing strategies to reduce bullying and 

violence, caring for others.   Members of PAL are expected to serve as positive role models for the rest of the 

student body.   

SELECTIVE ELECTIVES 
  

( APPLICATION REQUIRED )   



 STEPS STUDENT AIDE (7th & 8th Grade)  

A STEPS TA is a 7th or 8th grader who acts as a teacher’s assistant in a special education classes.  A TA helps the teacher 

prepare materials and curriculum, works directly with students with special needs doing teaching tasks, and is a 

student leader within the school.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Board of Trustees desires to provide a safe school environment that allows all students equal access and opportunities in the district’s academic and other educational 

support programs, services, and activities. The Board prohibits, at any District school or school activity, unlawful discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, 

intimidation, and bullying of any student based on the student’s actual or perceived race, color, ancestry, national origin, nationality, ethnicity, ethnic group identification, age, 

religion, marital or parental status, pregnancy, physical or mental disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, or gender expression or association with a person or 

group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics  


